
NORTH WEST LEICESTERSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 
LICENSING COMMITTEE – 9TH SEPTEMBER 2009 
 

Title of report REVIEW OF THE GAMBLING ACT 2005 STATEMENT OF 
LICENSING POLICY 

 
Contacts 

Portfolio Holder - Councillor Alison Smith 
01530 835668 
alison.smith@nwleicestershire.gov.uk  
 
Commercial Services Manager  
01530 454610 
lee.mansfield@nwleicestershire.gov.uk 
  
Licensing Enforcement Officer 
01530 454838 
emma.mchugh@nwleicestershire.gov.uk 

Purpose of report For Members to consider the review of the Gambling Act 2005 
Statement of Licensing Policy following the consultation period. 

Strategic aims Strong and Safer Communities 
Prosperous Communities 

Implications:  

Financial/Staff  

Link to relevant CAT Safer CAT 

Risk Management Legislation requires the Policy to be reviewed every 3 years. 

Equalities Impact 
Assessment Equality Impact Assessment has been undertaken. 

Human Rights Assessed in the passing of the legislation. 

Transformational 
Government N/A 

Comments of Head of Paid 
Service The report is satisfactory 

Comments of Section 151 
Officer The report is satisfactory 

mailto:alison.smith@nwleicestershire.gov.uk
mailto:lee.mansfield@nwleicestershire.gov.uk
mailto:emma.mchugh@nwleicestershire.gov.uk


 

Comments of Monitoring 
Officer 

Covering Report – the report is satisfactory.  Gambling Act 2005 
Statement of Licensing Policy – on the advice of David Lucas of 
Fraser Brown external solicitors, the Policy is satisfactory. 

Consultees 

Leicestershire Constabulary, Association of British Bookmakers, 
British Amusement Catering Trade Association, British Casino 
Association, Bingo Association, British Horse Racing Authority, 
British Greyhound Racing Board, Working Mens Club and Institute 
Union, British Beer & Pub Association, Gamcare, Gamblers 
Anonymous, Salvation Army and other faith groups, Citizens 
Advice Bureau, Local healthcare trusts, Trade unions, Community 
Welfare department of NWLDC, Holders of existing licences, 
permits and registrations who will be affected by the provisions of 
the Act, Responsible Authorities named in the Act, Responsibility 
in Gambling Trust, Town and Parish Councils and NWLDC District 
Councillors. 

Background papers 
Gambling Act 2005 available for reference at www.opsi.gov.uk 
Gambling Commission’s Guidance to Licensing Authorities 3rd 
Edition available for reference at www.gamblingcommission.gov.uk 

Recommendations THE REVIEWED STATEMENT OF LICENSING POLICY IS 
RECOMMENDED TO COUNCIL FOR APPROVAL 

 
 
1 BACKGROUND 
 
1.1 The Gambling Act 2005 (‘the Act’) came into force on 1st September 2007 and introduced 

a new regime to control all gambling. 
 
1.2 Under section 349 of the Act, licensing authorities are required to prepare and publish a 

statement of principles which they intend to apply when exercising its functions under the 
Act.  This statement of principles is referred to as the Statement of Licensing Policy 
(‘Policy’). 
 

1.3 Following consultation with a wide range of bodies and agencies, this licensing authorities’ 
Policy was approved by full Council on 31st October 2006 and came into effect on 31st 
January 2007. 

 
2. REVIEW OF STATEMENT OF LICENSING POLICY 
 
2.1 Section 349 also requires licensing authorities to review their Policy every three years.  

The reviewed Policy must come into force on 31st January 2010. 
 
2.2 The reviewed Policy was sent out for consultation for 12 weeks commencing on 11th May 

2009.  The consultation comprises letters sent to all relevant bodies requesting their 
comments on the reviewed Policy.  A list of the bodies consulted is attached as Appendix 
1. 

http://www.opsi.gov.uk/
http://www.gamblingcommission.gov.uk/


 
2.3 On 10th June 2009, the reviewed Policy was considered by the Licensing Committee and 

no amendments were made by Members. 
 
2.4 The consultation period expired on 31st July 2009.  A schedule listing the responses 

received is attached as Appendix 2 with the correspondence received attached as 
Appendices 3 to 8.   

 
2.5 The only relevant response was received from the British Beer and Pub Association with 

regards to not requesting a plan for licensed premises gaming machine permits and 
inserting details of legislation into the Policy.  This response has been considered by 
Officers and discussed with the Legal Department and it has decided not to include their 
comments in the Policy.  The Policy is intended to detail the principles the Licensing 
Authority will apply when determining an application rather than including legislation which 
may be subject to change.   

 
2.6 The reviewed Policy will be taken to Full Council on 10th November 2009 for final approval 

and adoption prior to the Policy publication in January 2010.  Once the reviewed Policy 
has been approved, it must be published 4 weeks prior to it coming in effect on 31st 
January 2010. 
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